Abstract

In winter 1947 the Association for the Protection of the German Forest was
founded to prevent the eradication of the forest across Germany after suffering
wartime destruction, overuse and firewood logging. Especially the occupying
forces faced harsh criticism from the German people for their widespread
deforestation even though it seems that the Allied Powers used the wood
resources quite responsibly. This article argues that the uproar by nature
conservationists, politicians and “normal people” reflected a German sense of
powerlessness, and revealed images and convictions of the forest as a national
symbol that was supposedly endangered in post-war Germany. These post-war
discussions referred back to the discourse of the 19th century, when German
intellectuals declared the forest to be the myth of the German people and
developed a notion of “Heimat” that saw a close connection between nation and
nature. The post-war discussions involved many of those images and
convictions. Nevertheless, the discussions were not only retrospective: they also
reacted to the contemporary political situation and adapted their answers and
solutions accordingly.

Resumen

En el invierno de 1947, se fundd la Asociacion para la Protecciéon de los Bosques
Alemanes para prevenir la destruccion de los bosques en Alemania después de
la guerra, la sobre-explotacion y la extraccion de lena. Especialmente las
fuerzas de ocupacion fueron duramente criticadas por el pueblo aleméan por la
deforestacion que causaban, a pesar de que, al parecer, las autoridades alidas
explotaban los recursos de madera responsablemente. El presente articulo
postula que las quejas de los ambientalistas, politicos y “gente de a pie“
indicaban que el pueblo aleméan se sentia impotente y sacaba a relucir imagenes
e ideas de los bosques en tanto simbolos nacionales supuestamente en peligro
en la Alemania de la posguerra. Estas discusiones de la posguerra reflejaban los
discursos del siglo XIX con que los intelectuales alemanes elevaron los bosques
a la categoria de mito representativo del pueblo aleméan y desarrollaron en la
idea de “Heimat” [“Patria”] una intima conexion entre naciéon y naturaleza. Las
discusiones de la posguerra trataron de muchas de esas imagenes e ideas
decimonoénicas pero no se limitaron a tener de ellas una mera visién
retrospectiva, pues hicieron que respondieran a la situacion politica del
momento y aportaran soluciones de acuerdo a la nueva coyuntura.
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